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our 
mission

To inspire and enable young people, 
especially those who need us most, to realize

their full potential as productive,
responsible, caring citizens. 

When school is
out, we are in!

Serving Youth Year-Round, ages 6-18,
 with After-School and Summer Programs.

After School Services from 
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Open School Breaks and
Summer Session 

9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

The Club Helps 

88% 91%

50%
$27,680

of parents
 keep their jobs

of members 
live in a single-
adult houseold.



CATCHING THE
PAINT

a year's overview

       The creative process is a messy and
uncertain one. If you’re doing it right, there
are usually mistakes - or as Bob Ross
called them, “happy little accidents.” 
         While  the  artist  does  most  of  the
heavy lifting, the canvas has a role to play
as well. It must be absolutely still and catch
the paint. It must hold the space for the
artist to imagine, create, adjust and breathe
- or to mess up and try again. Risk is
inevitable, failure is forgiven, and success is
a brushstroke away. 
       As a canvas, our Boys & Girls Club
serves the artist no matter how often he
changes his mind, his medium or his
technique. We serve the artist even when
there’s no clear path to a finished product. 
      Our masterpieces take a little while
because our masterpieces are children.
They are the young people who need us the
most who grow up to become productive,
responsible, caring citizens. 
          747  Kids  in the  last  year  alone
have been able to benefit from our
award-winning programs. And because of
supporters like you, each of them accessed
our "canvas" for an all-inclusive, annual
membership of just $5. 

targeted interventions and innovative
partnerships that drive kids to achieve. This 
year we’re working with our public school
partners closer than ever to enrich
programs that get results like on-time grade
level advancement and 100% high school
graduation. 
        Don’t worry. It’s not all work and no
play. 
        We were also reminded last year of
just how critical it is that kids have fun and
engage with one another. Play is the
language of children and with it comes
connection, collaboration, imagination,
conflict, adventure, and rigorous exercise of
the body. That’s why we’re fully re-
committing to the art of play, providing
Club kids with plenty of safe, joyful
opportunities to do so through athletics,
art, music, gardening, cooking and more. 
        And, of course,  play  happens  with
other people - within community. We
cherish ours.
     As the most diverse youth services
agency in our region, we value diversity in
all of its definitions. We operate as a
beautiful, unified Club family, providing a
living example of what is possible when we
come together. 
       Finally,  last  year  taught  us  how
crucial the people behind our programs are.
Our team of caring adults guided members
through the last 18 months with courage,
tenacity and love. These gifted, relevant
passionate adults caught the paint. They
met kids where they are and inspired them
to become the heroes and leaders that our
country needs. 
         Remember - the creative process is a
messy one, an uncertain one. When you’re
the canvas, risk is inevitable and success is
always a brushstroke away. 
          Just be still. Catch the paint.

       We are in an exceptional moment in
time as our world recovers from the last
year-and-a half. We believe that if we act on
what we learned since March 13, 2020, we
have the potential to transform our canvas,
our artistic process and our young people. 
   We learned how vital safety,
opportunity and community are to the
success of each child.
     This is why our Club provided new,
evidence-based programs and practices this
summer that focus on social emotional
learning. These practices aren’t just for
warm fuzzies, though. They ultimately build
resiliency and resistance to the pitfalls of
adolescence – roadblocks like addiction,
teen parenthood, court involvement and
problematic personal relationships.     
     We  also  learned  that  after  a
tumultuous school year of constant change,
our educational focus must expand to
include

        This is what you make possible. 
        Thank you.

With joy,

Julia
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Julia
Hockenberry
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has seen a lot this year. Like triumph through Marcella, our Youth of the Year 
Winner, and countless other youth stories. We have also seen disappointment - OUR CLUB

I have a million reasons to love my
Club but it became especially

important over the last year...

"
like canceling our most anticipated fundraising event, the Celebration Dinner. We recognize the local
businesses who graciously sponsored our event throughout these pages. Thank you for learning a bit about
our Club and the community of giving companies here in Western North Carolina. 

     I was just six years old when I started coming to the
Club. My parents worked and needed care for me and
my brother because we were too young to stay home
alone. On my first day I remember having my hair in
pigtails, holding my Disney princess lunch box, and
standing excitedly outside the door of Room 2. 
     Since  then  I’ve  become a true Club  kid  and  have
taken advantage of countless opportunities – like
playing soccer and basketball, going on college tours
and fantastic field trips, earning my first job and
meeting other teens who have become lifelong friends. 
     I’ve also been able to serve my community. My love
of giving back started when I was in the second grade.
We made sandwiches for the homeless and took them
to the shelter, along with blankets, which made me feel
so grateful for the food and warmth that my parents
and the Club provide for me. 
    Each of these experiences taught me communication
and leadership skills. I’ve also learned how to work in a
group with an understanding of each person's role in a
project.

     Having a voice is something else I learned at the
Club. There was a time at school when kids were mean
to me and made fun of me. I never said anything back
because I didn’t know how. When I confided in Ms. Gina,
she told me to use my voice. The next day I called
someone out for saying something hateful. From that
moment on, I didn’t let anyone bother me about my skin
color or the way I look. I knew what it meant to use my
voice.
      I have a million reasons to love my Club, but it
became especially important over the last year and a
half when my mom began dealing with serious health
issues. She was hospitalized, underwent surgeries, and
when the pandemic began, we were no longer able to
visit her. During that time, my family also lost our aunt, a
close family friend, and my best friend’s mom. It was a
year of angst, grief, and loss. My burdens were heavy
and my mental health began to decline. I lost
motivation and fell behind in school. The sadness,
anger, and anxiety made it feel like I carried bricks on
my back.
       At the Club I leaned into my constant sources of
support: the staff. I told them what I was going through
because I knew they really cared about me. I could tell
they were actually listening. They told me that holding in
my pain would negatively affect me, and they taught me
how to cope with my problems in a healthy way – like
painting to express what I was feeling when I couldn’t
use words. 
      Through  those  months, I slowly  learned that  it is
okay to be lonely sometimes, and I learned that my
mental health is more important than anything else. I
also learned that I deserve to be okay and that I have
to be okay so that I can continue helping others. 

MASTERPIECE IN MOTION
MARCELLA, YOUTH OF THE YEAR, 2020



     Room 22 in the Boys & Girls Club was bursting
with rhythm this summer, as community partner,
MusicWorks!, guest-starred on our campus with the
debut of “Bucket Band” for all youth in Kindergarten
through fifth grade. Daily, Ms. Miranda, a classically
trained MusicWorks! percussionist, taught Club
members rhythm, skill and technique using
drumsticks and overturned buckets as their
instruments of choice. 
    The kids especially loved playing rhythm games
that focused on four-beat patterns,” Miranda said.
“We also explored music by listening to music and
dancing. This helped them to internalize different
kinds of rhythms naturally with their bodies, and of
course, to have fun,” she continued, noting that
there are benefits to the program that extend
beyond musical goals and objectives. 
     MusicWorks! uses research-based methods to
teach social and emotional intelligence. Noted
benefits include self-regulation and executive
functioning skills that help young people pay
attention, remember directions, control behaviors,
make friends, manage emotions, and solve
problems. 
     MusicWorks! teachers place an emphasis on
learning social behaviors and values through music
to ensure students succeed academically and in
their communities. 
     Thanks to MusicWorks! for bringing the beat to
the Boys & Girls Club this summer! 

d r u m  r o l l ,  p l e a s e !



Mind

Body

Soul

Youth Achieving in School and Preparing for Careers

Youth Staying Active and Eating Healthy Foods

Youth Choosing Positive Person Actions

94%

of Members Report Adults
at the Club Listen to &
Understand what they

have to say.

95%

of Members try to
Help When They See

People in Need.

94%

of Members Learned to
Play Fairly and Practice
Good Sportsmanship at

the Club.

100%

Graduation Rate for
12 Years among Club

Seniors.

85%

of Parents Feel Their
Child/ren Make Better

Health & Fitness Choices
Because of the Club.

91%

of Members Are on Track
to Advance to Next

Grade Level on Time.

Our priority areas



H I G H - Y I E L D  A C T I V I T E S
P R O V I D E  Y O U T H  W I T H
E N J O Y A B L E ,  H A N D S - O N ,
I N T E R A C T I V E  
E X P E R I N C E S  T H A T
D E V E L O P  &  R E I N F O R C E  
C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G .  



     Club kids have a running start towards the new school
year, thanks to an enhanced collaboration with Henderson
County Public Schools. The partnership, supported by a
federal ICARES grant, fuels school success through
targeted interventions for academic recovery, explains
Stacey Rice, Boys & Girls Club Education Director.
     “After last year’s academic challenges, we’re thrilled to
be able to meet kids where they are and, most importantly,
help move them forward,” Rice said, adding that available
services include academic assessments, individualized
tutoring in a new Learning Lab, high-yield activities, and
educational field trips in addition to the Club’s traditional
year-round educational programs. All activities are
grounded in Project Learn, an evidence-based strategy
developed by Boys & Girls Clubs of America.
     These special offerings commenced last January. Since
then a total of 678 youth have participated with promising
results. 96% of Club parents say the Club helped their
children stay engaged in school. Further, 86% of Club
students maintained a C or better grade average, despite
the enormous challenges of the last school year. In a
recent pulse check survey of 201 students, 76% of them
felt that doing well in school will help them in the future. 
     The Club is very grateful to be able to work hand-in-
hand with dedicated educators like Henderson County
Public Schools Superintendent Dr. John Bryant, who
recently remarked on the partnership. “We are proud to
support the mission of our most trusted partners, like the
Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County, to meet the
demands of our post-pandemic response to the children of
North Carolina.”

D O U B L I N G  D O W N  I N  A C A D E M I C S
I C A R E S  &  H e n d e r s o n  C o u n t y  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  P a r t n e r s h i p



donate now

A gift
today... 

makes You the driver of
hope & change in our

community.

Makes
our club
possible.

bgchendersonco.org

69% of member parents report that
their child would be alone and

unsupervised without the Club. 



     Around the Club, we sometimes think of the
$5 bill as a “golden ticket” because, believe it or
not, it’s all a family needs to sign their kid up for
an all-inclusive, year-long membership. Of
course, the cost to serve each kid is something
entirely different. To fully underwrite the
expense of an all-inclusive year of programs
and services for one child, that total hovers
closer to several thousand dollars! 
     Why? Because we believe in quality, and
quality costs. 
     The Club is powered by its people - the
people who work here and the people who
support them. 
     One part-time program staff member costs
roughly $15,000 to fund annually. This is the
cost for a caring, professional adult who pours
themselves in to the kids in the community who
need us the most.  
      And it is worth every penny.

   A  recent  financial  impact  study
found that every $1 dollar invested in a
Boys & Girls Club yields $9.60 in
return to the community. 

PRESIDENT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nicola Barksdale

kids who attend the Club regularly are less
likely to abuse drugs and alcohol or become
teen parents and they are more likely to
graduate, volunteer and vote.  
  For these reasons, we hope you will
consider a gift that will fund our future. 
     Any gift is a meaningful gift – whether it’s a
five-dollar bill, a $3,000 investment to help fund
services for one child for one year, or possibly,
maybe it is even the vital investment to fund
one caring adult at the Boys & Girls Club for
one full year.   
    These gifts are game changers for our
community. YOU are a game changer for our
community. Our hats off to you for all you
continue to help us achieve. Thank you. 

Powered by
people

Nicola

That is because 



     Our rising Club seniors will be some of
the first out of the gate to achieve education
and employment in a post-Covid world. And
the big news at the Club is that members of
the rising class of 2022, specifically, will be
the first to earn a free two-or four-year
education. 
     This opportunity called “Project Hope,”
made possible by David and Terri Luck, is
earned by active senior members who
complete designated Club programs, attend
regularly and demonstrate effort towards
personal success.
     This new planning and support initiative
will help an entire class of deserving Club
teens to fill the gaps between FAFSA and
scholarship awards to any public in-state
degree or certificate granting program. 
     Stay tuned for updates about where our
2022 Club graduates will be pursuing their
dreams in the months to come.

p r o j e c t  h o p e

(828) 606-4980
Eppersontreeservice.com



     As an active part of youth development, a
field trip is one of the best tools that we can
use to provide every member with real-world
experiences. Whether that's a trip to the
pool, a library, or a hike with llamas, each
experience contributes to their
understanding of the world. 
     This summer our staff took 59 field trips,
all within 10-weeks!

F i e l d  T r i p s



Officer Joreeca Dinnall
Miracle in the Making

The Club is my
reason....the
reason why I
stand tall &

believe I can too."

      My earliest days were spent at 120 Quail Valley Drive where I lived
with my family and woke up each morning to Jamaican music, porridge,
running water, two loving parents and my pink princess bed with
Barbie's and Teletubbies.   
      But when I was 10 our picture-perfect life fell apart. My dad ended
up being deported back to Jamaica. My mom was left to do the best
she could to raise 5 kids alone. It was hard.   
       This was when I became a lost little girl. 
     With my father no longer in the picture, extended family became
distant. There was no support. My childhood home was taken, and we
barely survived in a rundown house with roaches and no running water.
Later, we were homeless and slept in hotel rooms, eating the same
fast-food meal every day.  
     By that point I was not free to be a child anymore. I remember
asking myself, why? Why am I homeless? Where is my father? Why am
I so angry? Why am I here?  
       I saw so much during those years that I was traumatized. 
     When I found the Boys & Girls Club, I was just a 15-year-old girl,
trying to figure things out on her own. Even will with all my baggage, I
was accepted with open arms. 
    As a Club member, I thrived. I earned a job as a Junior Staff
member. I became the first in my family to graduate from high
school and earn a college degree. I even became the North Carolina
Boys & Girls Clubs Youth of the Year, representing all Club kids in the
state who were striving for excellence. 
      During my years as a member, I also met a Club staff member who
became my angel. She is still in my life today and sometimes I even
think of her as my godmother. 
    The people at the Club are difference-makers. They are the
reason why kids succeed. They are the reason why magic
happens. They are the ones who are ready and willing to serve and
support even when things get messy. My experience at the Club
taught me how much one caring adult can help turn things around. 
       When  you  see me  now, you  are  looking at a walking miracle. A
blue miracle. 
    I am currently a Police Officer for the Hendersonville Police
Department. I serve as the School Resource Officer at Hendersonville
High School, and on July 12, 2021, I was named North Carolina Officer
of the Year. I am committed to live up to that title by giving back to and
elevating the youth in my community. 
      The Club is the reason why I build long-lasting relationships with
the kids in my community and inspire them to reach their full potential.
      Becoming Joreeca Dinnall has been a process, but the Club has
been with me every step of the way. This place was my miracle, where
I was able to strive to become the greatest version of me.  The reason
why I stand tall and believe “I CAN TOO.” The reason why I am
breaking generational curses. The reason why I will continue to be a
part of this amazing organization and give back.    
    

Officer Dinnall receives "Officer of the Year Award"



Hunter Subaru, 
A Driving force for 
the Boys & Girls Club

“We support the
Club because of
the profound
impact that it has
on the county’s
neediest youth,
even during the
pandemic"

A PARTNERSHIP 18 YEARS IN THE MAKING

    “Through the years, Hunter Automotive Group’s steadfast partnership
has enabled the Club to achieve generation-changing outcomes, with
Tom & Randy Hunter as the driving force,” said Julia Hockenberry,
Executive Director. “The Hunters set the bar as business leaders, as
well as corporate philanthropic leaders who step up to the plate to
provide the type of resources that create generational change.” 
     Since 2003, Hunter Automotive Group & Hunter Subaru has invested
more than $474,000 in Club programs serving at-risk youth, being one
of the most transformational partners in making our work possible.

Visit Hunter Subaru - 220 Hunter Airport Dr, Fletcher, NC 28732
www.huntersubaru.com

Tom Hunter, President of Hunter Auto Group, presents check for Subaru, "Share the Love" donation 
to Julia Hockenberry, Boys & Girls Club Executive Director. 



J A R R E L L
S T E V E  &  J A N

PO Box 1460
 Hendersonville, NC 28793

(828) 693-9444
 www.bgchendersonco.org

Thank you to our
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& sponsors who have
enriched the lives of

so many youth &
families for 28 years
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