Stories
for the
Soul

A look at what
you make possible!

It is four months into a global pandemic,
and so many folks are tired. Weary of
news headlines, disruptions and the
uncertainties of the future. But in June, Club
doors re-opened to members after the statewide
stay-at-home order. And then our spirits began to
lift. Gap toothed smiles, coloring pages made with care
slipped under office doors, conversations about how to move
through life and navigate changes. We all need a little good in
our lives. And that’s what this booklet is, all the joy, love, and
happiness that is the Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County.
Stories of what you have made possible.

Giving Outside the Box Sponsors

This project is possible through the
support of our wonderful sponsors and
we hope you will consider thanking
them with your business, or in person.

Giving Outside
the Box
Premier Sponsor
Hunter Automotive is a local
business that runs four generations
deep in Henderson County. For 80
years, the company has been a
commercial fixture in the
community. Over and over again,
the leadership of this company has
demonstrated their commitment
to deeply invest in the same place
that they live and work. This is a
priority and a value that the Boys &
Girls Club shares. Through difficult
times like the Great Recession,

Randy Hunter, presents 2020 Youth of
the Year, Xzavier Jacobs with a
College Aid award.

when everyone else was saying “no,”
Hunter’s response was “yes.” And when the stay-at-home order
for NC was issued, again Hunter Subaru arrived with an
investment in our members' futures and a commitment to this
community. Gifts this deep have created profound momentum
for our Club, and most importantly, for the hundreds of young
people who come through our doors each day.

Tom Hunter, presents a check for $30,000 to Executive Director, Julia Hockenberry,
shortly after the statewide stay-at-home order was announced in NC.

D'NAJA, AGE 9

Without the Boys & Girls Club, I
would have nowhere to go when my
mom goes to work and I would not
know how to cook for myself.

LUNA, AGE 12

The Club has given us lunch and snacks.
That

was really good. The Club is really

fun! My friends are here. The teachers
are really nice and supportive. We have
games here and TV, which is really fun.
We also have a gym and teachers are
nice and care a lot about us and want
us to be safe.

PRISCILLA, AGE 10

I don't have one thing. The Club is
everything. To name some, teachers,
friends and it is fun.

ARIANA, AGE 13

The Club is like my escape place after
school. Whenever I have a bad day, I
come here and smile again. Then I go
home happy and calm instead of
upset and grumpy.

TYMIR, AGE 12

The (Club) helps me practice on
basketball so in the future I can be
great. And I feel great at the Boys &
Girls Club.

KATALINA, AGE 10

(Without the Club) My mom would
have to get out of her job and take
care of me, and then only my dad
will work and we will get less money
for food.

SYDNEY, AGE 11
...At the Club we make
friends,learn life skills, have
fun, and learn how to deal
with people... Also they
tutor kids. The Boys & Girls
Club means to me that my
mom mom can go to work
and know that I am safe
and happy. Also I have
learned many of many
useful life skills, made very
strong friendships and I
have been here for less
than 4 years. It helps me in
over a million ways. This is
what the Boys & Girls Club
means to me and what we
do thank you!
Thank you, Sydney

JAMARIA, AGE 12

...Everybody who goes to the
Boys & Girls Club has fun. No
matter what's in your way or
hard or not, we deal with it
together. (What) the Boys &
Girls Club means to me is
working together. Kindness,
loyalty, happiness, joy, and
lots more. I think the Boys &
Girls Club is the best for
kids. They have fun from
some new stuff and you can
help others. You would like
it too.

MARCELLA, AGE 16, JR. STAFF

My favorite memory of the Boys & Girls
Club is when Ms. Tracy was here and we
made ham & cheese sandwiches for the
homeless shelter and we brought it to
them. We also brought blankets.
... I told myself that I wanted to work at
the Boys & Girls Club because I enjoyed
being with all the staff and now I (do)
work at the Boys & Girls Club.

LILLY, AGE 9

My favorite thing about the Boys &
Girls Club is to go to the park and to
read. Ever since I was a Club
member, my whole life changed. It
was awesome.

AAMEYAH, AGE 11

I love the Boys & Girls Club. It' s fun and
peaceful. You can play games on a
computer, have fun, watch movies, and
you can meet many friends. Staff will keep
you safe at all times. You get rewards. You
will have a Club card it will have a lot of
positive choices you can make. Being here
at the Boys & Girls Club is joyful. Everyone
will feel accepted. When you make
mistake your teacher will help you fix it.
You should come!!!

JAKERRION, AGE 8

My favorite thing about the Boys & Girls
Club is art because we did scratch art.
And we made stuff out of rubber bands.
And Gym. Because we play a lot of
games. Also game room. In the game
room I play basketball. I have a lot of fun.

SARAH, AGE 18

The Club has taught me not to be afr aid of the fu tu r e and to
embrace and take contr ol of it instead. The Clu b has tau ght m e
that I am the author of my own stor y and that I don' t have to
follow in the footsteps of those befor e me. Som e p r ogr ams that
have helped me to prepa r e for colle ge and ad u lthood ar e
Career Launch, Enterp r ise, Ju nior Staff, SMAR T Gir ls, Ke ystone
and Youth of the Year. I've le ar ne d to speak u p and b e a le ad e r ,
to pay attention to de tail, to problem solve, to lov e m yse lf, and
choose my own path. I've le ar ne d time ma nage me nt, m one y
management, responsibility and how to prior i ti z e . All of the se
things will help me to be a gr e at stu dent in colle ge and to be a
responsible adult who give s ba ck what she ' s b e e n give n.

MARIAH, AGE 12
I have been going to Boys &
Girls Club since I was in 2nd
grade. I have loved it ever
since.
Boys & Girls Club is also a
really safe community. I know
there are amazing staff that
are always alert if something
abhorrent happens. Everyone
is also being cautious during
the pandemic so people stay
safe and don' t get sick.
The Club has so many
different programs you can
join. For instance, I am in the
K-Kids program. Recently, I
won K-kid of the year and I
really apprecate it.

All our stories and art were created
by our Club kids. All because OF
YOU. YOU are the promise that
allows our Club members to grow
and flourish. Thank you!!

We can't wait to see you
at our next Celebration
Dinner, but for 2020, we
hope these stories show
you just how important
you are. Thank you for
continuing to support
these transformation
stories!

