SUMMER
BY THE NUMBERS
A SUMMER REVIEW

11,588 Lunches Served
1,100 Youth Volunteer
Hours
45,173 Pages Read
881 Youth Served
71 Staff Members

EXPANSION OPENS
NEW DOORS

The entryway of the Boys & Girls Club has a new look
and feel. Bustling with more kids on a daily basis than
ever before, the vibrant energy of the building is
palpable when you enter through the new glass doors.
Encompassing the “Connecting Our Campus” project,
11,000 square feet of programming space was opened
for members, taking our total square footage to 55,000
square feet! This expansion adds three new classrooms,
each capable of holding up to 25 youth at a time. You
can feel the sense of pride in our members as they look
in awe and remark, “This was made for us!?”
The new lobby brings better security too, with a single
point of entry and exit into the Club. Perimeter fencing
now encompasses our campus, unifying our
previous six buildings into a fully connected facility.

$5 All-inclusive Annual
Membership Fee

“The Underground” area of the new
expansion is open air and serves as the
first dedicated outdoor space for our
middle and high school members. Youth
artwork is displayed on the underground
walls and learning, play and meals are
shared in this space each day.

FAMILIAR FACES LEADING THE WAY

Julia Hockenberry,
Executive Director

It’s no secret we have been growing and changing this year, so we are excited
to introduce our executive team; Assistant Executive Director, Diana TorresEdwards and Executive Director, Julia Hockenberry. Diana, joined the Boys &
Girls Club in 2001 as a member and junior staffer. In her 18 years of service
she has been a key person in providing member support and assisting in staff
development, holding varying roles within our organization. Coming off a
hiatus from the Club, Julia Hockenberry has again stepped into the Executive
Director role and we couldn’t be more excited to have her back! With her
return, Julia will ring in a decade of service to our Club. Reflecting on her
return Hockenberry remarked, “This place is filled with incredible people
across all categories. The families and the children are extraordinary, along
with the staff and volunteer partners. There is a lot of treasure here.”

Diana Torres-Edwards,
Assistant Executive Director

60 FIELD TRIPS IN 8 WEEKS

We survey each of our members at the end
of the summer and one question asks“What was the best thing about summer at
the Boys & Girls Club?" Swimming and field
trips are always at the top of the list. During
the eight-week summer session all of our
members participated in these activities.
This summer, members enjoyed 60 field
trips highlighting the abundance of fun
experiences in Western NC, including Discovery Island Waterpark, Blue Ridge Assembly ropes
course, college tours, Asheville Museum of Science, many locations in Pisgah Forest and the
Pisgah Wildlife Center, Greenville Zoo, and Lake Lure Beach & Waterpark!

NIGHT OF CELEBRATION
HIGHLIGHTS COMMUNITY
LEADERS
The Celebration Dinner, held in July this year,
was a special evening of camaraderie and
reflection as guests toured our new expansion
and reveled in what is to come. One talking point
was our Founders Circle, comprised of 19
corporate and individual leaders who led us here.
These partners laid our strong foundation and
launched our organization into a new era. Two
special couples were recognized for their roles in
our future, having taken significant steps to make
our new expansion possible: Steve & Jan Jarrell
and David & Terri Luck. Each were presented
with our Great Futures award, distinguishing
Thank you to Hunter Subaru for serving as
those that are working to make this next chapter Premier Sponsor of the Celebration Dinner for the
a reality.
9th year!

VOLUNTEEER "GRASSHOPPER" JUMPS INTO MATH
Mark Rockley, also known as “Grasshopper,” began volunteering at the Boys and Girls Club in May
in our teen and middle school centers. As a former college professor, he is passionate about using
every moment possible to demonstrate the wonders of math and how it applies to life around us.
Grasshopper has created his own lesson plans specific to NC Core Math standards and our
members' needs. This dedication helped teens retain information over the summer, gain a better
understanding of criteria and concepts, and gave some of them a head-start on the new school
year. Grasshopper is well respected among the teens for his tenacious support. He never gives up
on them. Mark has the ability to not only engage the members in educational discussions, but also
to motivate their interests and build meaningful relationships.
“There can be no greater privilege than to contribute in a small way towards building the lives and
future of these beautiful, hopeful young people,” Rockley said.
The Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County has over 200 volunteers on an annual basis. If you
would like to volunteer please call Autumn Byars at (828) 693-9444 and see what a difference you
can make today!

HIGHER GOALS FOR ORGANIZATION
2019 has been a jam-packed year. With the goal to
serve more members more often, the boardroom is
buzzing with teamwork, ideas, and a sense of
urgency behind every conversation. Throughout
this growth our Annual Campaign goal has grown
to $385,000 to fund programs that meet the acute
demands of our community’s most vulnerable, atrisk youth. If you haven’t already, we invite you to
join us in this work and make your Annual
Campaign donation today!

Members participate in Power Hour
in one of our new classroom spaces.

Hosting a meeting? Come see
us! We would love to host your
board meeting, company
training, or social group here
at the Boys & Girls Club!
Call Stacie at (828) 693-9444
to arrange!

PARENTS WEIGH IN
ON CLUB EXPERIENCE
Results from Club parent survey this summer
speak to our community's needs.
80% of parents report their children making
better health and fitness choices due to the Club.
97% of parents believe the Club provides
programs and activities that promote good
behavior and citizenship.
88% of parents report their children's attendance
at the Club helped them keep their jobs.

THE SPIRIT OF CARING
Creating caring members though
giving back to the community

Torch Club leaders & second grade girls present the
Blue Ridge Humane Society with check for funds
raised to supply dog and cat food to pets in need.

Here at the Club we encourage our members to give back to
their community. We achieve this though service projects and
leadership groups like Torch Club. Led by Mrs. Bonnie this
summer, our elementary members raised money for a “pet”
project administered by our Torch Club leadership group.
Working with both Blue Ridge Humane Society and Meals on
Wheels, our youth volunteers filled gallon bags with dog and
cat food that were then delivered to Meals on Wheels clients
who have pets also in need. This summer over $300 was
raised by our young members; none of whom were more
devoted to the cause than our second grade girls. Together,
they created flyers, shared the cause with their peers, and
went to each office and classroom to share why you too
should support the cause. “I just don’t think anyone or
anything should go hungry,” remarked *Jennifer (second
grade).

GRADUATE HEADS TO OKAYAMA, JAPAN
This fall one of our members and recent graduates will head to Okayama
University in Japan. Mohammed is the first UNCG student to attend school
at this prestigious university through their study-abroad partnership.
Mohammed remarked how this would not be possible without the college
aid provided to him through the Boys & Girls Club. Mohammed plans to
study Physics with a focus on BioPhysics.
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